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Transitional Justice in Syria: Scenarios and Options

As conflict in Syria continues, this project will examine options for criminal
prosecutions against human rights violators. In just four years, more than
150,000 people have died, and thousands wounded, detained, or disappeared.
Another 2 million have been displaced and there has been widespread
destruction to property and physical infrastructure.
Syria's history of human rights violations
Syrian human rights groups continue to document extensive human rights violations during the
ongoing conflict. These violations build on a long history of repression and human rights in the
country.
This project aims to support the newly established Syrian Commission for Transitional Justice
(SCTJ) design a transitional justice program for Syria. The SCTJ is an independent entity comprised
of Syrian judges, lawyers, human rights activists, and academics. The group also has two advisory
boards-one Syrian and one international.
Setting the stage for justice and reconciliation
The Commission aims to foster a culture of accountability and legitimacy in Syria by setting the
foundation for transitional justice and a national reconciliation process. It aims to inform and
promote discussion among Syrians on transitional justice processes.
The project will provide research on key transitional justice issues, including methods to conduct
criminal prosecutions, options for reparations, ways to commemorate the dead, and approaches to
national reconciliation.
After consulting with Syrians, the Commission will make practical recommendations about a
Syrian-led and -implemented transitional justice process.
Seeking insight, offering recommendations
This project will support the SCTJ's work to study options for criminal prosecutions on serious
human rights violators. It will also identify ways to engage in discussions with Syrian policymakers
and civil society on these issues.

The SCTJ will commission a video documentary to feature victims' perspectives from the current
and past conflicts, along with their thoughts on transitional justice in Syria. It will also hold a series
of workshops and a conference to present its findings and recommendations for a Syrian
transitional justice process.
Finally, the SCTJ will establish an ethics review committee to oversee project activities and to
develop an ethics protocol and guidelines for all Commission activities.
Radwan Ziadeh, the Director of the Syrian Center for Political and Strategic Studies, heads the SCTJ.
A former IDRC grantee institution, the Center developed the Syria Transition Roadmap in 2013.
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Renegotiating Arab Civil-Military Relations: Political and Economic Governance in
Transition

At a time of unprecedented political transitions in the Arab world, this project will promote
evidence-based research and analysis of Arab militaries.

Governance of Diversity: Case of the Kurdish and Amazigh Communities in the
Middle East and North Africa
Democratic transformations in the Arab world have reignited debate around the need for more
inclusive political systems where the rights of minorities, including different ethnic and religious...

Building a Vision for the Transition in Syria
The development of civil society institutions in Syria has been largely controlled by the governing
regime, never reaching the level of inclusion, participation, and pluralism needed to achieve an...

Surveying Public Attitudes of Security Sector Reforms in the Arab World
One constant in the ebb and flow of the Arab Spring has been the increased influence of public
opinion on public policy.

Challenges to Secular Movements in the Middle East: A Comparison of Islamic and
Secular Actors in Turkey and Tunisia
Political parties are a central feature of democracy. In the Middle East and North Africa (MENA),
however, political parties played a very minor role in the push toward democracy.

Mobilizing Social Science in the Arab World: Knowledge, Capacity, Outreach
The need for research into the drivers, trends, and trajectory of current events in the Arab region is
increasingly urgent.
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